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W E R E  Y O U  T H E R E ?

Par t  o f  the  r i chness  o f  God 's  P lan  fo r  Creat ion  is  tha t  a l l  l i v ing  th ings  have SIMILARITIES
a n d  D I F F E R E N C E S !

One SIMILARITY among l - iunran  persona l i t ies  i s  the  ab i l i t y  to  exper ience an  event  -  i t s  s igh ts  and

sounds and fee i ings  and to  s to re  tha t  event  as  a  memory  f  o r  fu tu re  reca l l .

l - ry  an  exper ime r r t  a f te r  your  cho i r  has  a t tended an  unusua l  event  o r  par t i c ipa ted  in  a  spec ia l  serv ice .

Have each person reca l l  the  SIMILAR exper ience f rom the i r  s to red  memory  o f  i t .  Then compare

reco l lec t ions  to  d iscover  how the  same event  c ; ruses  DIFFERENT memor ies  in  DIFFERENT
person s.

A n o t h e r  a m a z i n g  k i n d  o f  m e m o r y  -  w i t h  S l l v l l L A R l T l E S  a n d  D I F F E R E N C E S  -  i s  f r o m  e v e n t s
we exper ience not as actual  part ic ipants but through i ts meaning to others as expressed in their

words,  their  paint ings,  their  music,  Most of  the events in the l i fe of  Chr ist  have become known to

us  as  s to red  in  our  mernor ies  in  th is  way.

Whatevent in  the : l i fe  o f  Chr is t  does  "Were  You There?"  ca l l  in to  our  minds? What  par t i cu la r  th ings
were remembered about thc event? l l r - rv, i  c io feel ings in the present moment combine with the

mean ing  o f  the  pas t  ever r t  on  the  words :
"sornetimes it causes me to tremble . . ."

M U S I C  i s  f u l l  o f  m a n v  S l M l L A R l T l E S  a n d  D I F F E R E N C E S !  I n  w h a t  w a y  i s  " W e r e  Y o u  T h e r e ? "

s imi la r  to  o ther  hymns you know? How is  i t  d i f fe ren t?  Can 1 ,ou  f ind  s imi la r i t ies  and d i f fe rences
wi th in  the  tune i t se l f  be tween i t s  me lod ic  pa t te rns ,  i t s  in te rva ls ,  i t s  phrases ,  i t s  rhy thms? Shut  your

eyes  and l i s ten  to  the  f i rs t  th ree  no tes .  Does i t  b r ing  o ther  me lod ies  in to  vour  memory? Are  any  o f
these melod ies  sp i r i tua ls ,  l i ke  "Were  You 

- Ihere?"?

S P I R I T U A L S  a r e  a  w a y  t h a t G o d  h a s w o r k e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  S I M I L A R  N E E D S o f  a l l  m e n  t o e x p r e s s

the i r  deepest  fee l ings  th rough mus ic  and the  ar ts  - -  and ye t ,  to  do  so  th rough the  DIFFERENT

rhythms and patterns and harmonies that are character ist ic of  their  nat ional i ty or race or environ-

ment .

The most  recent  hymn books  reccg,n iz r  the  r i chness  o f  th is  d ivers i ty  by  inc lud ing  sp i r i tua ls  and
hymns f rom rnany  DIFFERENT r ra t ions  ar rd  backgrounds.  Se lec t  f rom your  hymnal  D lF l -ERENT
typesof  mus ic  wh ich  descr ibe  SIM!L-AR events  in  the  l i fe  and teach ing  o f  Jesus .  Th ink  how monot -
onous a  hynrna l  wou ld  be  tha t  inc l r rded cn iy 'one type o f  mus ica l  express ion !

The grea tes t  S IMILARITY shared by  a l l  human be ings  is  our  re la t ionsh ip  to  God as  our  Fa ther .
Butourmemor iesand in te rpre ta t ion  o f  e ' . ,en ts  in  tha t re la t ionsh ip  w i l l  cause us  to  seek  DIFFERENT
ways o f  respond ing ' .o  l - l im -  as  inc i i v i i l ;a ls  and as  members  o f  g roups .

A s i n d i v i d u a l s , w e  m a y  c a l l G o d  b y  D I F F E R E N T  n a m e s  o r  r e c o g n i z e  H i s  P r e s e n c e  b y  D I F F E R E N T
s igns  and symbols .  Wc may express  our  devot ion  in  the  words  o f  a  complex  chora le  o r  th rough the
s i m p l i c i t y  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  o r  f o l k  h y m n .

As members  o f  g roups ,  we may gaure : ' to  worsh ip  in  churches  w i th  D lFFERENTdenominat iona l
names or  separa ted  because o f 'our  sk in  co lo r  o r  language.  We may use DIFFERENT orders  o f  serv ice
o r  v e s t m e n t s  i n  D I F F E R E N T  d e s i g n s .

And f ronr  the  r i chness  o f  our  DIFFERENCES,  God 's  c rea t ion  is  l i f ted  ou t  o f  the  ord inary  in to  a
constant ly changing, evolv ing plan in v, , 'h ich each of  us have a part .  To the quest ion,  "Were You
There?, "  we answer ,  "We Are  There l "  -  re ' 'nember ing  and en ter ing  in to  the  mean ing  o f  the  Cruc i -
f i x ion  Event  i r r  our  own t imes and in  our  own wavs !

f i g u r e s ,  c a n  y o u  f i n d  t h e  D l F F E l i E N . f  l i g L r r e / )
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